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I have worked as a Gallery Educator, Artist & Designer in London for over 20 years. It has 
been my privilege to work with many prestigious cultural venues, community centres and schools.

As a Gallery Educator As a Gallery Educator I have designed and delivered a wide range of creative gallery-based learning 
- sharing stories at the British Library in SEN and Harry Potter workshops; a Madonna-soundtracked 
body adornment youth project and the re-creation of an 17th Century roomset for the Museum of 
The Home; sand and water play with babies at the National Maritime Museum and engaging a variety of 
senses and activites that stimulate vestibular and proprioceptive senses in intergenerational family ses-
sions. In partnership with the University of The Arts London, Imperial College and the V&A, I have run 
schools sessionsschools sessions, helping to build students’ confidence and self-esteem through design projects.  Em-
ploying a multi-sensory, inclusive and playful approach I use a wide range of materials and processes to 
encourage exploration, curiosity and discovery allowing deeper engagement with the collections. 
Working in nature is very important to me - outdoor learning, along with art and craft activities, have 
been proven to reduce stress and anxiety and help children develop holistically. Supporting children, 
young people and adults’ health and emotional wellbeing is at the heart of all my sessions. 

As an Artist & Designer, under my company name Product Of Your Environment, I have created 
retail products for The British Library, The Royal Opera House and The Hayward Gallery, to name a few, 
which have raised revenue, attracted new audiences and brought a smile to people’s faces. I have de-
vised events for English Heritage and in partnership with Benjamin Franklin House and The Whitechapel 
Gallery, re-imagining London’s historical stories in fun and unexpected ways.

This document focuses on my Gallery Education work - where you can see in more detail selected 
workshops with Early Years, Families, Schools, SEN and Youth Groups and the design of Family Re-
source ‘backpacks’. You can find all of my work at productofyourenvironment.co.uk
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Early Years
Multi-sensory sessions for 0-5 year olds at the National Maritime Museum and the Livesey Museum. 
For this age group I focused on sensory, fun and calming activities for babies and young children to develop cog-
nition and fine motor skills, learn and understand new objects and concepts, and strengthen and coordinate the 
muscles of their hands. There was a focus on natural materials and textures and working in nature. Outdoor 
learning gives children the opportunity to develop holistically, supporting their physical, social, health and emo-
tional wellbeing. For children with additional needs spending quality time outdoors can help improve concentra
tion levels, develop social skills and encourage independent exploration. A four-year-old taking part in a herb ac-
tivity realised that if she rubbed the herbs on the paper, they would leave a mark. Through further exploration, 
she found she could press and rub the leaves with stones to create her own sensory art.
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Family workshops

   Rebecca has made a significant contribution to the Family Learning programme during the fifteen years 
she has worked with us. She consistently contributes great ideas for workshops, re-interpreting the museum’s 
collection in a unique and fun way. She is able to encourage the children to use their imagination freely, and 
is particularly good at guiding sometimes unconfident and unsure intergenerational family members to work 
together. The final results are always fantastic, with the children going away with new knowledge, skills and a 
sense of pride in what they have produced.

Rebecca Jacobs, Creative Learning Manager, Museum Of The Home

“

“
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Family workshops
I designed and delivered regular family sessions at the National Maritime Museum, Natural History 
Museum and the Museum of the Home. Many of these workshops focused on our connection with 
nature and the use of sustainable materials. The activities were fun and calming and intergenerational 
family members were encouraged to work together.  For the NMM we lay on our backs in the gallery 
star gazing, explored shell maps, the sea and of course pirates!  At the NHM we learnt how caterpil-
lars turn into butterflies, making a caterpillar by threading beads onto a pipecleaner and transforming it 
into a butterfly by adding decorated wings.  We were inspired by themes of family, what home means 
to usto us, migration, pets, gardens, growing and cooking at the MOH. (pictured below and overleaf) 
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Family workshops
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Family self-led resource ‘backpack’
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   Our self-led family resource was in need of updating so we were looking for someone who could help in-
terpret our collection in a new and exciting way. Rebecca led through the whole process from consultation to 
the production of the backpacks showing a complete understanding of the brief and the needs of the users. 
She met the numerous considerations with creativity, offering multiple uses for each item, including 
hand-made bespoke items completely unique to the museum. The packs have proved very popular.

Rebecca Jacobs, Creative Learning Manager, Museum Of The Home

“

“
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I designed and developed this early years resource for the Museum of the Home. In facilitated sessions at a 
local childrens centre, we explored the engagement possibilities between proposed objects and the museums 
collection. The museum wanted the resource to provide activites, prompts and ideas which appeal across the 
family group to encourage discussion between family members. All the objects are durable, age appropriate and 
usable in multiple ways to encourage repeat visits; they connect to personal stories and historical objects; they 
are inclusive of different physical, learning and communication needs and engage with a variety of senses as well 
as stias stimulating vestibular and proprioceptive senses.  The resource relates to themes including Style & Taste, Play & 
Entertainment, Food, Garden and Pets.

Objects: The Wood Family -  The project was a great opportunity for me to design and make bespoke items 
unique to the museum, and The Wood Family was one such item. A wooden pastry brush, spoon, clothes peg, 
nail brush and candlestick form a family of characters that encourage playful interaction with objects and themes 
in the collection e.g. sparking a conversation between your child and the wooden spoon about cooking and 
what foods they like; Lucky cat lavender bag - A comforting cat to cuddle and sniff bringing a feeling of calm. This 
item relates to pets, the garden, favourite toys and references other cultures; Interactive sounds phone - a tactile, 
fun and contempofun and contemporary item to communicate with family members and encourage role play while exploring dif-
ferent sounds like a clock and a doorbell.

productofyourenvironment.co.uk
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Family self-led resource  ‘backpack’  
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Wooden TV/Picture frame - I designed and decorated this bespoke item with a TV on one side and a picture 
frame on the other. Families can spot other TV’s in the collection and talk about what they enjoy to watch at 
home. They can look for other picture frames in the museum and talk about artwork and family photos they 
have framed. The item can also be used as a ‘viewer’ to focus in on objects and displays, it is a fun theatre stage 
for the Wood Family and the perfect accessory for a family selfie souvenir of the visit!

Pattern cards - This bespoke item is a pack of printed acrylic ‘cards’ featuring different patterns found in the mu-
seums collection. Families can explore the museum to ‘hunt’ for the patterns, have a guessing game about what 
kind of object a pattern is on and talk about individual style, identity and taste.  With 2 of each pattern, the cards 
can also be used as a game of snap or the memory game. This also encourages searching the collection for 
games and talking about games played at home.
 

Radish wooden toy - a fun item to explore and learn about food and the home - growing our own food, what 
we buy, cook and eat together as a family; Feely bag - a bag of different textures relating to various activities in 
the home. When you put your hand in the bag, there’s a nice tactile surprise. This sparks curiosity about what the 
items are and might be used for, which in turn encourages role play.
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Schools & SEN workshops

   Rebecca was a longstanding and valued contributor to our Learning programmes. Delivering core 
weekly workshops to school groups, including regular sessions adapted for SEN, Rebecca’s warm ap-
proach and ready smile made everyone feel welcome. The creativity and playfulness that she brought 
to workshop content and development really stood out. I can highly recommend working with her.

Emma Bull, Education and Culture Professional

““
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Schools workshops Years 3-8
Lead Artist and Gallery Educator for two core workshops at the British Library. I co-designed and delivered 
two workshops weekly (pictured below) inspired and informed by the British Library’s collection which includes 
Shakespeare, sacred texts, letters from Henry VIII and Captain Scott’s diary. In ‘Make A Book’ pupils were sent on 
a ‘treasure hunt’ in the Treasures Gallery, exploring the collection to search for particular kinds of books. In the 
art room they made their own stitched codex book to take home. In ‘Play On Words’ the pupils searched for 
nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs, creating their own surreal sentence and then printing it using block letters, 
stencils and letstencils and letraset. All the printed pages were bound together to form a collective artwork and ‘poem’. It was 
great to see the children’s confidence and interest growing throughout the workshop. The activities were curricu-
lum linked and varied enough for all participants to find their strengths. I also worked on the major Harry Potter 
exhibition, working as part of a team to create activities, design a worksheet and deliver the very popular work-
shops

10
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Schools workshops Year 10
Lead Artist on Lightshade Design workshops for University of the Arts London in partnership with 
Imperial College, the V&A and London schools. I introduced the students to inspiring images of light-
ing structures. They were then given A4 sheets of paper, hole punches, scissors and staplers and, in 
one minute bursts, invited to create 3D shapes and structures without thinking too much about it. This 
spontaneous exploration of the potential of a flat sheet of paper became the foundation for their final 
pieces. These looked spectacular, showed imagination and skill and demonstrated a new found confi-
dence and way of thinking about design

11
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SEN
I was one of 8 artists selected for the ‘Get Art’ project at the Chisenhale Gallery.  We were paired with local 
schools for children with varying additional needs and re-interpreted and re-imagined the exhibition into cre-
ative workshops. I worked with a school for boys with emotional difficulties so I focused on calming and fun ac-
tivities where the children could easily achieve something, helping to build their self-esteem and confidence

I co-designed and delivered the ‘Between The Lines’ workshop at the British Library for local community 
groups with additional needs (pictured below). We devised activites to explore the collection, themes and build-
ing in a fun, sensory and accessible way including printing and decorating postcards, using magnifying glasses to 
look at details, taking rubbings of building textures, collaging words together at random to make nonsense 
poems, listening to music and poetry - and usually dancing at some point!  The aim of the sessions was to build 
confidence and encourage curiosity in unfamiliar surroundings. We also regularly ran a SEN version of the ‘Make 
A Book’ workshop for school groups.

I ran SEN sessions at the Museum Of The Home, mostly with the fantastic Laburnum Boat Club. These 
were multi-sensory, nature based and with an emphasis on messy play.

I consulted on the design and contents of the SEN self-led family resource ‘backpack’ for the Museum Of The 
Home, making sure the objects engaged with a variety of senses and connected to the personal and historical 
stories of the museum.

12
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Youth projects

    I thoroughly enjoyed working with Rebecca on several projects with Young People and intergenerational 
groups while Youth Project Coordinator at the Museum Of The Home. She was great to work with and 
always created the highest quality, well planned, exciting and engaging ideas - getting the very best from the 
groups. She was reliable, well organised and decisive; committing time & care to the projects and adapting 
calmly when needed during sessions. She was lovely with the participants and has become a hugely valued 
friend. 

Gemma Gottelier, Youth Project Coordinator Museum Of The Home, 2006 - 2012

..
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Youth projects
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Connexions, Islington - An organisation for young people who had left school without any qualifications, giving 
them the opportunity to get back into education. I set up and delivered the Art Course, using art and creativity 
to break through challenging behaviour and embrace varying needs. Students were able to try out different 
media including painting, printing and plaster casting to build up a body of work. I’m proud to say that two stu-
dents, one with Autism and the other a Serbian refugee, gained places at Art College.

I worked as Lead Artist on several Youth Projects at the Museum Of The Home. Pictured above is a retail proj-
ect where the young people created a product inspired by the museum’s collection, and designed a ‘shop 
window’ display presentation. For ‘Light Fantastic’ (below) the young people created weird and wonderful body 
adornments inspired by lampshades and candlesticks found in the collection. Showing great creativity and using a 
variety of materials, they illuminated their costumes in different ways and presented them in a self-choreo-
graphed nightime performance to a Vogue soundtrack!
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Youth projects
This Heritage Youth Community project with the Museum Of The Home was inspired by Newington Green’s 
history as a home for dissenters and radical thinkers. Inspired by Daniel Defoe’s civet cats, Mary Woolstone-
craft’s ‘The Vindication of the Rights of Women’ and Edgar Allen Poe’s poetry, the young people created lino-cut de-
signs which they printed onto wallpaper. Papier-mache mirror frames and ceramic plates were also decorated. 
Over 10 weeks, the young people showed considerable development while working through the whole design 
process from concept to production.The project culminated in a life-size 17th Century style room-set which the 
young people felt very proud of and was decorated entirely with objects they had made  The room-set was in-
stalled on the Green for a weekend picnic event for the community - the creation of a unique social space for 
new stories to unfold
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Contact details
Rebecca Chitty
T: 07775621255

E: mail@productofyourenvironment.co.uk
W: productofyourenvironment.co.uk


